Chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy with tumefactive central demyelination.
A 46-year-old man with a 1-year history of distal paresthesias and mild distal weakness subacutely developed paralysis of the left hand. Electrodiagnostic evaluation revealed a demyelinating peripheral neuropathy that met criteria for chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy (CIDP). Magnetic resonance imaging of the brain revealed a mass that enhanced with contrast, but revealed focal myelin loss with intense macrophage activity and axonal preservation on biopsy. The mass and hand weakness improved following steroid therapy. The combination of CIDP and central demyelination with mass effect broadens the spectrum of demyelinating disease in association with CIDP.